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LMCA UPDATES
The Debater

I am a final year student at the School of Oriental and African Studies in London.
'Whilst studying for the International Baccalaureate, I completed a work placement at MP
Patricia Hewitt's constituency office in Leicester, which spurred my interest in Politics. I also
enjoyed writing so later I began to write articles for the Leicester Mercury newspaper; for
instance about Indian politics and Mahatma Gandhi. Whilst studying at university, I became
involved with the SOAS Conservative society.
[ have been a member of the Conservative Party for five years and of the local association in
Leicester. In 2011, I was nominated by the association to stand as Conservative Party
candidate for Abbey ward, Leicester in the local council elections. Last year, I interned at the
European Parliament in Brussels in MEP Emma McClarkin's office, where I was given the
opportunity to attend ECR (European Conservatives and Reformists Group) meetings and
meet ambassadors from around the world. I also represented the team at an Ebay networking
event and learnt about 2 1 st century trade legislation.

Later that year, I went on to intern at the UK Parliament, working with Greg Hands,
MP for Chelsea and Fulham. Following that, I completed an internship at the Sunday Times
newspaper in London which is when I decided I wanted to create a new website - an onling
debating platform. This year, I created and designed it; www.debater.org.uk with a small,
dedicated team behind me. We have received extensive support from colleges and
universities around the country. Our aim is to increase awareness of local politics amongst
young people, whilst simultaneously providing a broad platform for debate.

2013 is an exciting year to be involved in Politics; so join the debate on current
affairs._If you are interested in writing for the website, please contact us:
info(@debater.org.uk. We would love to hear from you.

By Laxmi-Raj Modhwadia
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